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SAINT JOHN PAUL II 
COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN 

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 
of 

November 11, 2019 
 

PRESENT:  Jill Scott, Cindi Biedermann, Karen Bach, Karen Trepanier, Marilyn Olson, 
Donna Danz, Carol Halvorson, Geneva Curran, Gloria Greengard, Paula Gilman, Sue 
Porrovecchio, Marianne Schroeder, Carole Button, Margie Donoghue, Gail Jenko, Mary 
Clough, Shirley Lockard, Beverly McGrath, Sue Bradley, Nancy Lillrose, Jean Tegoli, 
Valda Kuhlman, Mary Lambert, Sage Floyd, Lucy McCrumb, Maryann Steinle, Mary 
Darvill, Julie Moffitt, Celeste Fisher, Pat Hawley 
 
CALL TO ORDER – President Jill Scott called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 
 
OPENING PRAYER – Prayer to Our Lady of Good Counsel 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Recited by all 
 
THANKS – President Scott kindly thanked Carol Halvorson and Geneva Curran for 
hostessing today’s meeting, providing such delicious treats. 
 
WELCOME – Beverly McGrath, Nancy Lillrose, and Carole Button were warmly 
welcomed to our membership. 
 
REPORTS 

President 
As encouraged by Father Bart, we celebrated St. John Paul II’s Feast Day on October 
22nd. CCW hosted a wonderful reception after morning Mass that was well attended and 
exceptionally lovely under the fine direction of Margie Donoghue. Thank you to Julie 
Moffitt and everyone who assisted Margie and to those who provided the delicious 
breakfast fare. We pray this will be an annual celebration in our Parish. 

The Kalispell Deanery meeting was held at St. Richard’s in Columbia Falls on October 
26th. Ann Wohl, Carol Endsley, Sue Porrovecchio, and Jill Scott attended from our 
Parish; it was wonderful to also see our dear Millie Mitchke, who is now a member of 
Risen Christ. It was an interesting meeting with guest speaker Cindy Hooker, Director  
of the Glacier County Boys and Girls Club. Nominations are still open for Deanery board 
positions of President Elect, Secretary, and Treasurer; please consider volunteering. The 
next Deanery meeting will be hosted by Risen Christ in the spring. 

Jill noted that Mary Lambert purchased four round, green tablecloths per our vote of 
last month. 

Also, a huge thank you to Valda Kuhlman for volunteering to assist with Mary Darvill on 
our Funeral Luncheon ministry. 
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Secretary 
Minutes of the October 14, 2019, meeting were distributed prior to the meeting via 
email, with printed copies available today. After review by the membership, there being 
no corrections, these minutes will be filed. 

Treasurer 
Copies of the Treasury Report and the Budget Income/Expense Summaries were 
distributed earlier via email, with printed copies available today. Treasurer Karen Bach 
reviewed each of the documents and clarified items. There being no corrections, each of 
these documents will be filed for audit. 

Sunshine Committee 
Geneva Curran is Chair of the Sunshine Committee; members of the committee include 
Paula Gilman, Karen Panissidi, and Carol Halvorson. Geneva reported that four cards 
were sent this month. Mary Lambert asked for prayers for Christina Stigliano. All are 
reminded to let a Committee member know of anyone needing well wishes. Also, it was 
suggested the Sunshine Committee work more closely with the Prayer Shawl 
Committee. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Outreach – Definitive action regarding this ministry, which will include requesting 
assistance from the entire Parish, will be taken in January, following our requests for 
donations for Thanksgiving and Christmas Baskets. 

New Parishioners Dinner – Chairwoman Valda Kuhlman gave an overview of the 
lovely and well-attended dinner. Twenty-four new parishioners accepted the invitation 
to attend, along with many members of the parish to welcome them. Valda gave kudos 
to the whole team, who all worked so diligently to make it a truly lovely evening. Valda 
also suggested sending a follow-up survey to the newcomers to learn what they found 
helpful; what, if anything, was missing; and what they would like to see included in 
future get-acquainted functions. 

Scholarship Raffle Update – Treasurer Bach updated us on the raffle that will 
benefit our St. Matthew’s Scholarship Fund. We will be raffling three Swarovski 
Christmas Ornaments (3 winners), four Waterford crystal champagne flutes (2 winners 
of a pair each), and a beautiful Family Bible. Tickets are 1 for $5 or 5 for $20. Tickets are 
placed in the “gift box” of the desired prize. The winners will be chosen at the Parish 
Christmas Brunch on Sunday, December 8th. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

Christmas Decorating of Brady Hall – Because of our CCW Brunch on December 
1st, it will be necessary to decorate Brady Hall after the Masses on Sunday, November 
24th. Ann Wohl has graciously volunteered to oversee the decorating. We will have extra 
donuts and hot chocolate for the children, hoping for full family participation. Because 
of the Blood Drive on Monday, November 25th, we are unable to decorate the tables until 
later in the week. Jill will contact Sierra Butts to have the parish youth carry up the 
decorations from storage on Wednesday. 
 
All Things Christmas Brunch and Gift Exchange – December 1st, immediately 
following 10:30 Mass. Board members will provide most of the brunch items, but we’re 
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planning a portion (most likely soups) to be catered. All women and girls of the Parish 
and guests are encouraged to attend. For the gift exchange, each person is asked to bring 
a $10 Christmas item. Please sign up on the sheets available. 
 
Thanksgiving Baskets – Karen Panissidi and Gloria Greengard gave an overview of 
the needs for the eight Thanksgiving Baskets they are preparing; please have your 
donations to the Brady Hall by or before Sunday, November 24th. Baskets will be put 
together and delivered on Monday, the 25th. 
 
Silent Auction Fundraiser for St. Matthew’s Scholarship Fund – Mary 
Lambert reported that a neighbor has generously given her several valuable 
“Department 56” Christmas Village pieces, some of which are retired. Mary suggests 
setting up the village with Silent Auction sheets, continuing through the Parish 
Christmas Brunch on December 8th, declaring winners at the close of the celebration. 
This suggestion was met with great enthusiasm and incredible thanks to Mary’s 
neighbor. 
 
Blood Drive – The Knights of Columbus-sponsored Red Cross Blood Drive is 
scheduled for Monday, November 25th, in Brady Hall. Sign-up sheets to assist with 
refreshment donations are available.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS – Julie Moffitt, recognizing today is Veterans Day, encouraged 
us to remember and give thanks to and pray for our military, past and present, to which 
everyone heartily agreed. Julie also let us know the Glacier Symphony’s incredible 
Messiah will be performed at St. John Paul II, and also that a contest with fantastic 
prizes is ongoing, so join the fun! 
 
ACTIVITY – Names were exchange for prayer partners for the month. 
 
PROGRAM 

Guest Speaker Michelle Jenkins of the Sycamore Tree Retreat Center 
In keeping with the Church’s November theme, Michelle gave a powerful presentation 
on the Holy Souls in Purgatory, conferring information many of us were unaware. We 
were especially appreciative of her handouts. 
 
CLOSING PRAYER – Led by Spirituality Commission Chairwoman Gloria Greengard. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Karen Trepanier 
Secretary 
 
Website Resources: 

St. John Paul II:  https://www.saintjp2.org/ccw 

National CCW:  https://www.nccw.org/ 

Diocese of Helena:  https://diocesehelena.org/ 
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